
Title and Abstract: Grassroot Universities Redefining Academics
Within the scope of this research work the current status of the edited book with the preliminary title
“Grassroot Universities – Redefining Academic Work” to be published by an international publisher by the end
of 2013 is presented. The aim of the book is to act as premier handbook for the academics in coping with a
changing university environment, research leadership & management, internationalization strategies, career
development, university administration, policy issues, innovation management, project management, scientific
event organization, research supervision, performance measurement, knowledge management, mentoring,
and rounds up with work-life balance issues and required personal skills an academic should be able to cope
with. The talk at the Power & Difference 2012 will introduce the key-findings of the book, and presents the
university as changing environment for academic work, that is faces with many challenges. The paper also
pinpoints to strategic changes, and emphasizes the importance of universities to act as institution to create
high level academic research and provide the essential working conditions. A special focus is on creativity
management, where the main emphasize is on the creation of an environment where ideas can flourish and
eventually lead to new business opportunities – in form of a grassroots movement. The paper also shows which
issues are currently changing for a scholar, and how to get prepared. As roundup, it still emphasizes the
importance of being highly motivated, allowing creative chaos, and passionate about doing something that is
completely new – similar to entrepreneurs that are building their businesses or artists that work creatively on
their pieces of art.
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